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should be evaporated to about 10 c. ¢, saturated with sulphur dioxide, and then precipitated with lead acetate.
To the filtered liquid a drop of aldehyde or acetone is added, when a violet coloration will be produced if
magenta or acid magenta be present even in the proportion of one milligramme per litre. The test is equally
applicable to syrups, lozenges, etc. The treatment with lead acetate is not essential. A similar method may be
employed for the detection of magenta in cudbear and archil. In testing wine for magenta it should always be
borne in mind that the coloring matter is precipitated by tannin, and hence is often present most largely in the
deposit, from which it may be extracted by treatment with an alkali and agitation with ether. Examination Of
Commercial Magenta. Pure magenta consists simply of the hydrochloride or other salt of rosaniline, mixed with
more or less of the corresponding compound of pararosaniline. The commercial product generally contains, in
addition, more or less water, mineral impurities, resinous substances, and, if prepared by the arsenic acid
process, a notable quantity of arsenic. Besides these impurities, actual adulterants are sometimes present, the
most usual being sugar, starch, dextrin, sodium sulphate, and occasionally bronze powder. Magenta of good
quality being generally well crystallized, powdered or imperfectly crystalline specimens are aways open to
suspicion. The blue shades of magenta...
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