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are organized as follows: insect-plant communities, host-plant
selection, genetics and evolution, host-plant resistance and
application of transgenic plants, and multitrophic interactions.
Besides seven invited papers and a paper with concluding
remarks, this volume also contains the short communications
of all 115 oral presentations and posters. Included too, are the
summaries of four European Science Foundation workshops
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d'; held over the past two years, where European scientists
discussed the state-of-the-art and the future of major topicsin
insect-plant interactions in order to develop better integrated
research programs. The field of insect-plant interactions
nowadays includes almost all of biology, as well as parts of
chemistry and physics. It takes a central position in biology
because insects are the most abundant animal group, half of
them are herbivores and they dominate all terrestrial
ecosystems. Knowledge of insect-plant interactions is thus
fundamental to an understanding of the evolution of life on
Earth. Two major topics of worldwide concern give this field an
extra dimension. First, large amounts of food crops are still lost
due to insect pests. With the increasing concern for
environmental pollution and the subsequent...
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