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illustrated. 1863 Excerpt: . .. arrival, precipitated as it had been by such exciting circumstances, while changing
nothing in Onofrios inclinations to befriend him, yet confirmed him in his plan of prudent delay. Not until time
had tested the temper of Vincenzos resolution, would Onofrio play his trump card in his behalf. But in the
meanwhile--that is, during this period of probation--Vincenzo could not remain idle to chew the cud of his
misery; he must have plenty to do, and earn money for his labour. Here was the difficulty. Requited occupation
at twenty-four hours notice is not to be had for the wishing. After ransacking all the cells in his brain for half the
night without finding the clue to what he sought, Onofrio with a sudden jerk sat up in his bed, gave his head a
great thump and exclaimed, VVhat an ass | am! And my statistics What should hinder me from making over
that task to him, and paying him as from the Government Whereupon Onofrio laid himself down again and
slept soundly. Next morning Vincenzo, after a frugal breakfast, a cup of chocolate and a slice of bread, putting
his bundle of papers under his arm, went to take possession, as agreed upon overnight, of his old room at
Onofrios. It was a cheerful little room, commanding, as we already know, a fine view of the hills on the other
side of the Po. As Vincenzo stood at the window and gazed at the familiar features of...
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