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the main text. The numerals link directly to the appropriate note. Editorial insertions into the text by the
translator are indicated by square brackets, e.g., [inserted comment]. Some of Rousseau s longer paragraphs
have been divided up into shorter units.Where Rousseau has provided a Latin quotation, this text has the
English translation, with a link to the original Latin in the footnote.Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778), the very
famous French philosopher and writer, prepared his Discourse on Inequality (also called the Second Discourse)
as an entry in a competition organized by the Academy of Dijon in 1754. He had won first prize in a previous
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